
 

                                                                                    

 

Q&A Rice Tract PD Zoning for Future Middle/High School 

Timeline for PD to be completed and land to be purchased?   

The final submission of the PD will be submitted to the Charleston County Planning Commission on 
February 28, 2020.  It will then move forward through the Charleston County approval process which 
begins with the Planning Commission and then onto County Council for approval.  Typically 3 readings 
are required by County Council before final approval is received.  The final reading by County Council is 
June 2, 2020, if approved closing on the property should take place before June 24, 2020. 

Timeline for school to be built?   

The exact year for school construction is unknown at this time and will depend on enrollment growth 
or the attendance zone reaching the 500 minimum student population threshold per school.   The 
District does not typically approve funds for new school construction for a student population that is 
less than 500. 

What type of technology will the school have?   

Charleston County schools provide students and teachers with a wide variety of technology for 
learning and teaching.  Students have access to well-equipped computer labs, carefully selected 
instructional software, e-mail, filtered internet access, and many other technology tools. Charleston 
County has one of the best ratios of computers for students in the state. 

 Who will be making attendance zone decisions for the new school?   

 Constituent Boards are charged with determining attendance zones for each individual non-magnet 
school. 

How will the construction of the project affect those that live next to the school?  

Preliminary studies to confirm traffic impacts have been conducted. A more detailed study to confirm 
traffic impacts may not be required by the jurisdiction having authority.  Ingress and egress for all 
traffic entering and exiting the school will be addressed in the design phase.  A detailed traffic 
management plan with appropriate signage for traffic and pedestrians will assist in managing the 
campus needs and community expectations.   Athletic facility lighting will also take into account the 
least amount of “spill over” to residents living next to the school site.  No other impacts to the 
surrounding neighbors are predicted.  

Could the school size be adjusted so it does not reach capacity to soon? 

The size of the school is driven by the student population so yes, the school size can be adjusted if the 
student population increases by the time construction is imminent. 
 

Could the athletic fields be placed at the front of the school property, closer to Hwy 17? 



Property use applications and land restrictions are factors that play into the layout of any new school 
to be built.  With this property, two main considerations must be taken into account when designing 
the layout of the school site.  The first factor is the placement of the sewer treatment location.  Soil 
samples determine the amount of effluent that can be filtered through the soils.  For this parcel’s 
application that has been determined to be at the left rear of the property.  Since the sewer treatment 
field will be located at the rear of property this will dictate how the school, vehicular circulation, and 
parking can be laid out due to surface and weight restrictions.  The second factor is the additional 
parking required to accommodate athletic facilities and events to serve a middle/high school.   Athletic 
fields at the front entrance of the school site will extremely limit the number of parking spaces that can 
be located where the athletic event is taking place.  The majority of parking will still have to be located 
behind the school which is not convenient for those attending events.   
 
What is the likelihood of getting a pool?   

We currently have no CCSD schools that house a swimming pool or swimming facility.  This is due to 
the risk and the cost associated with maintaining a pool.  CCSD instead, works with various partners to 
create a Memorandum of Agreement to allow our students to utilize pool time. 

Will the school have a theater facility and a band?   

The school plan is to have an auditorium and some type of band component. 

Why close Lincoln High and then rebuild a new school? 

The decision to close Lincoln High involved the lack of opportunities afforded to those students due to 
low enrollment.  The goal of transitioning Lincoln students to Wando High was to increase college and 
career opportunities due to the vast array of courses that could be offered at a larger school.  With the 
advent of new growth in the area there will be an opportunity to build a new cutting edge facility to 
serve these students with a school build design that will better serve the students in the community. 

Will the community have access to the school (Senior Fitness)?   

The Charleston County School Board welcomes the use of school facilities when school is not in 
session.   Facilities can be rented through our Facility Use Program.  CCSD also enters into reciprocal 
agreements with the municipalities throughout Charleston County to provide joint use for fields, 
gymnasiums and other facilities to strengthen the communities in which they reside.   

Will the school serve those with Special Needs?   

We will serve all students with disabilities in the least restrictive environments with rigorous learning 

programs built on evidence-based instructional practices implemented and facilitated by strong 

communities of practice within our district. 

How can I support CCSD in obtaining PD approval to purchase the land? 

The participation in these meetings is your first step in supporting our efforts.  You can also reach out 

to any Charleston County Council member to show your support for the project and even speak during 

“Public Comment” at any of the meetings where this item appears on the Agenda.   


